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Far up on the Mexican coast, near the mouth of
the Panuco RIver3 Is a small tribe called Huastecas,
who retain a distinctly Mayan dialect and still possess
Mayan characteristics. But they are by no means so
remarkable as are the survivors of remote Mayan
colonies to the south of the boundaries of Maya
dominion.
Dwelling among8 the forest-covered mountains in
the virtually unknown and unexplored district be-
tween Costa Rica and Panama are the few survivors
of the Shayshan tribe. Five years ago, when 1
visited this tribe, It numbered less than fifty indi-
viduals, although the cacique or king "informed me*
and proved by his tally of knotted strings., that two
years previous there had been more than two hun-
dred and fifty. Influenza had been Introduced by
some stranger, or by some Indian who had visited the
settlements, and the Shayshans had been decimated
by the disease against which they had no constitu-
tional resistance. As practically every living member
was at that time suffering from the effects, and as
many were very ill, it Is not improbable that to-day
the tribe is extinct*
Like the Guaymfs (Chapter X), the Shayshans
have no villages, but dwell in widely separated houses
sheltering one or two related families, all under one
chief or king who appoints deputies, usually of his
own family or clan, to administer the affairs of the
various districts and report to the king at stated
intervals.
The houses are raised above the earth on posts, are
floored with split palm wood, and have steeply
pitched, low-eaFfid roofs of thatch. They are sera-